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Why buy just one
Rolls-Royce
when you can have

260
I have been collecting Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models and books as far back 
as I can remember. I bought my first 
Rolls-Royce book in 1979 when I was 
just 13 years old and I think this is when 
my addiction started. My first model car 
was a Corgi Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 
two-door. I loved the front end of the 
model with the grille, hood ornament and 
jewelled headlights. The doors, bonnet 
and boot all opened on the model. 

Growing up in Canada in the 1970s and 
80s there were not many Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley models on the market, 
the majority being from British toy 
manufacturers such as Dinky, Corgi and 
Matchbox. Models were available from 
companies such as FYP and Top Marques 
but they were produced in limited 
numbers and because of their high quality 
they were extremely expensive.

True Scale Miniatures produce a very 
good range of 1/43 scale Rolls-Royce 

models from the Silver Wraith through 
to the current Phantom and Ghost. 
Dutch company Neo Scale Models also 
produces Rolls-Royce and Bentley models 
in 1/43 scale. Minichamps has produced 
only a few Rolls-Royce models but a 
large number of Bentleys in both 1/18 
and 1/43 scales. IXO Models has offered 
quite a few Rolls-Royce models from 
the current Phantom and Ghost range 
in 1/43 scale. Another Dutch company, 
Matrix Scale Models, produces mainly 
Rolls-Royce miniatures although recently 
have produced a few Bentley pieces too. 
Matrix has made some stunning models 
including a 1957 Silver Cloud by Freestone 
and Webb, a 1959 Silver Cloud Harold 
Radford shooting brake and a 1957 Rolls-
Royce Silver Cloud hearse by Simpson 
and Slater. The newest model company 
to come on scene is Kyosho from Japan. 
Kyosho has produced beautiful models of 
the current Phantom and Ghost range in 

It began with a solitary Corgi two-door coupé  

then Paul Stafford’s collection grew and grew
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SZ MODEL COLLECTING
Among the first SZ models to appear was a 1/43 scale Silver Spirit with opening 
doors and bonnet from Matchbox, available in silver and dark red. Matchbox also 
produced a smaller version in 1/64 scale. Neo Scale Models made a beautiful 1/43 
scale Silver Spirit in light blue, available through their website. TRL Models of China 
produced a 1/18 scale Silver Spirit in limited numbers – it’s probably best to try eBay 
for this as well as the Matchbox models. True Scale Miniatures are about to release 
a Silver Spirit and a Silver Spur both in 1/43 scale. Neo Scale Models have released 
a Bentley Mulsanne in 1/43 in two colours, a Turbo R, and a Mulsanne S is due soon. 
Minichamps have released a resin Bentley Continental R and Azure in 1/18 scale – 
both are limited to 999 pieces worldwide. They have also released a Continental R, 
Continental T, Continental SC and Azure in 1/43 scale. 

1/43 scale. At time of writing, no model 
company has yet announced a Rolls-
Royce Wraith in any scale). 

Kyosho’s 1/18 scale models are 
exquisite beyond belief. These models 
feature opening doors, steerable wheels 
and working suspension but it is with the 
interiors that Kyosho really shines. Front 
seats slide back and forth, sun visors and 
armrests fold down, some compartments 
open and they even have a removeable 
umbrella fitted to the doors. 

I suppose I collect Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models because of the love and 
passion I have for these beautiful cars in 
real life – to me, they are not just cars, 
they are more like works of art.

Currently I have 260 models in my 
collection in various scales, the largest 
number being in 1/43 scale. I have 
another 25 models on hold at a local store 
here in Vancouver.  

I also have an extensive book collection 
with 50 on Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
as well as a large collection of sales 
brochures and press packs. I would say 
my entire collection is worth around 
$18,000.00 Canadian. 

When I tell people what my collection 
is worth they tell me that I could have 
bought a real Silver Spirit by now and they 
are correct – but this way I can say I own 
260 Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars instead 
of just one.

Another model company I should 
mention is Classic Models from China. 
It produces a wide range of Rolls-Royce 

models including the Phantom IV. There 
were only 18 Phantom IVs built and 
Classic Models have produced a model 
of all of them. I have 13 examples so that 
leaves just five more to collect. 

The models are made from resin 
and are 1/43 scale. Classic Models has 
produced versions of the early Phantom 
IVs as well as repainted versions – for 
example, Princess Elizabeth’s Valentine 
Green car which was later repainted in the 
royal colours of black and burgundy when 
she became Queen. I order Classic Models 
from eBay which seems to be the only 
way they can be bought in North America. 

My favourite models, after the 
Phantom IVs, would have to be the other 
cars used by the Royal Family. With my 
recent addition of the Queen Mother’s 
Phantom V Landaulette, I have models of 
all the Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars to be 
part of the royal fleet, past and present. 

If you are thinking about starting your 
own collection of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
models, I suggest beginning with Rolls-
Royce models from IXO. They make great 
examples of the current Phantom and 
Ghost range at reasonable prices. There 
are a lot of models on eBay but I prefer to 
buy them from a shop because a lot of the 
models are made from resin material and 
can be damaged in transit. 

Collecting Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
models and books had brought me a lot of 
joy over the years and I assure you there is 
more to come. You can always see more 
at Instagram.com/rrandbfreak.
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All Rolls-Royce and Bentley SZs are pretty exclusive but some are more                           exclusive than others. Especially when the total production figure is one
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1998 Bentley Turbo RT Mulliner SWB
WCH66717 
Although long wheelbase was standard, 
one righthand drive RT Mulliner was 
built on the SWB chassis. The Mulliner 
specification included a 420bhp engine 
with flared wheel arches to accommodate 
the 18-inch wheels and slightly wider rear 
track. Additional dials with chrome bezels 
and a push-button starter feature on the 
redesigned dashboard. The bodywork 
features wing vents and redesigned 
bumpers with integral front fog lamps.

1999 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur  
Armoured XCX80801
Using the same 14-inch stretch as the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur Non-Division, 
this car features: 
• B6 level armoured protection
• Alcantara upholstery
• Run flat tyres
• Fire extinguisher systems to each 
  wheel arch & engine bay
• Full laminated (5 layer) windows
• Full side impact protection from  
  ramming.
• Separate oxygen supply with  
  individual masks for each occupant

1983 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur Limousine 
14-inch stretch DCX08101
Eventually supplied through German dealer Royal Motors Lehmann of Cologne (the 
speedometer has ‘Royal Motors’ where the Rolls-Royce logo would usually appear) 
delivery of this 1983 model year car was fraught with delays and in the end it was 
not completed until 1988. 

Initially used for factory purposes, documents at The Hunt House suggest that 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars International agreed to market the lefthand drive car in 
March 1987 rather than letting it be scrapped but the process did not run smoothly. 
An original order from Auto Becker was cancelled in April 1987 and then the 
replacement order from Auto Koenig was cancelled in December 1987 “because of 
vagueness and slowness of response of the factory concerning fittings and delivery”. 
Royal Motors Lehmann agreed to take the car and pay for it in cash in full on the 
understanding that it would be ready by the end of December in time to be used for 
a special promotion for the German Davis Cup tennis tournament in February 1988. 
Further delays regarding the completion of the special order writing table meant the 
delivery was put back still further to 25 April 1988. 

Special features include: division; 1994 model year hub caps; black paint with 
beige hide; occasional seats; veneer panels to the doors; cocktail requisites in the 
back of the front seats with wood veneer picnic tables fitted above them.  
Wood veneer is also applied to the top of the dashboard and the sides of the 
transmission tunnel.

The specially designed writing table with chrome plated legs, that contributed 
to the delay in delivery, slots into brackets on the front of the rear seat pan and the 
rear side armrest to provide a secure location. 

1985 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur  
Centenary FCH14000 
Built to celebrate production of the 
100,000th Rolls-Royce, the Silver 
Spur Centenary incorporated many 
exclusive features such as: inlaid, 
monogrammed waistrails on the 
door cappings; inlaid picnic tables 
with a set of matching spirit flasks; 
engraved door sill plates and a 
commemorative plate fitted to the 
inside of the glove box door. Finished 
in Royal Blue, the interior was 
trimmed in champagne hide which 
was also used to trim the contrasting 
dark blue carpets. 

An additional 25 Silver Spur 
Centenary Replicas were also built.

Correspondence between the factory 
and supplying dealer Malayan Motors 
indicates that this car was originally 
ordered as a LWB model. However, in 
July 1997 a SWB body with a Moonroof 
was delivered to Crewe for which the 
factory had no orders and the Overseas 
Operations department suggested: “As 
it is still a few weeks from receiving the 
body for your car, do you think that the 
customer may like a Moonroof in their car, 
and we could come to some arrangement 
over the cost, and so could use this body.” Location of engine turning and bezels in a standard Bentley Turbo RT Mulliner dashboard
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1994 Bentley Touring Limousine  RCX80105
This is essentially a Rolls-Royce Silver Spur III Touring Limousine from model year 
1994 that was manufactured as a Bentley and delivered to New York. The VIN 
number was changed accordingly, with all the Rolls-Royce badges replaced by 
Bentley equivalents and the car was fitted with round Brooklands-style headlamps, 
wheels and tyres. The speedometer was amended to a Bentley item, as were the 
badges on the engine.

The car was ordered with a number of options and extras including a cocktail 
cabinet on the right of the rear compartment which could be replaced by an extra 
occasional seat if required.

1997 Bentley Azure with Continental T 
Body Kit VCH61178 
A one-off righthand drive car with green 
badging to the luggage compartment lid 
and wheel centre caps. The fully veneered 
waistrails (no cross banding or inlay) used 
highly figured burr walnut and the ruched 
seat cushions and squabs.

1998 Bentley Brooklands R 
Division WCX80536 
Essentially a lefthand drive 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur Division 
manufactured as a Bentley.

1997 Bentley Continental T Stratton 
VCH53485 
The same basic specification as a  
standard Continental T with full engine 
turned centre console, leather fitted to 
cover all wooden finishers (including 
waistrails) and a polished stainless steel 
gear selector.

1997 Rolls-Royce SIlver Spur 
Joanna Trading  VCH60060 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur with a bottle 
cooler to rear armrest and bottle 
retainers in the luggage compartment. 
Hide covered cocktail cabinets and 
silver inlay to woodwork. Upgraded 
hi-fi with VCR and monitors in the 
headrests. See page 86 for details.

1999 Bentley Mulliner Limousine XCX80259 
Delivered to New York, this car has the same basic specification as a Rolls-Royce Park 
Ward Limousine (including a Bentley-badged Rolls-Royce style dashboard with column 
mounted gear selector) with a Bentley radiator shell with polished vanes, double 
headlamps and Bentley badging on the engine. 

It has Silver Seraph style oval side indicator repeaters. The car was ordered with 
two sets of runflat alloy wheels and the luggage area in the boot was modified to 
incorporate the redundant spare wheel section. The rear door panels were veneered and 
two occasional seats were specified for the rear compartment with magazine stowage 

in place of picnic tables – the right hand occasional seat 
also housed a fax machine with a dedicated phone 

line. The centre cabinet housed a TV, an 
NTSC video player and an upgraded 
radio/cassette/CD hi-fi system with 
Mission speakers and amplifier.

ONE MODEL WAS OFFERED  
BUT REPUTEDLY NEVER BUILT
Bentley Turbo R Indonesian 
The LWB Indonesian was listed 
but it appears that it was never 
constructed. Planned specification 
upgrades included: Bentley logo to 
waistrails; embroidered headrests; 
piping to armrest centre section; 
ruched inner panels on door trim 
pads; sports style steering wheel; 
video player; and walnut gear 
selector knob.
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The storming Bentley Turbo S was 
announced for model year 1995 with an 
intended production of 75 individually 
numbered cars. In the end there were just 
60 cars built – 29 righthand drive and 31 
lefthand drive – but it was always going to 
be a SWB model. However, that’s not how 
the very first Turbo S was built. 

Back in March 1994 this car was in fact 
ear-marked as a pre-production 1996 
Turbo RL, incorporating a number of new 
features due to be introduced for that 
model year. It still had the quarter lights 
and door mirrors of the existing model 
but the factory build sheet itemised 
‘restyled bumpers and radiator shell, 
exhaust trim and spare wheel in boot’ in 
line with the planned 1996 specification. 
At this time the car carried the 1996 
chassis number SCBZP03C7TCH56801.

But in August 1994 the model name 
was changed and it became a Turbo S with 
chassis number SCBZT05C8SCH56801 
– overnight the 1996 model year car 
had become a 1995. ‘Dark brown wood 
with B logo and lines in silver paint, 
revised centre console, seat style and 
door trim’ and a ‘Power Bentley “blue 
printed” engine, limited slip differential 
and Continental R wheels and tyres’ were 
on the factory deviations list. While the 
production cars had a numbered plaque 
on top of the engine, the plate on this one 
remains blank.

Registered on 14 September 1994 by 
Rolls-Royce Motors, this unique Bentley 
Turbo S became a press car. Now with 
107,200 miles on the clock, it was sold at 
auction in March 2015 for £14,560.

•  All pictures courtesy of Historics at 
Brooklands
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Horse power
In the mid-1990s, there was a drive at 
Rolls-Royce to encourage orders through 
Mulliner Park Ward, allowing clients to 
personalise their cars. Customers were 
encouraged to be closely involved in the 
design process, enhancing their experience 
and creating a value-added approach to 
production and many affluent owners 
would involve their own interior designer.

 
 DESIGN COMPETITION
Rolls-Royce, with sponsor Jack Barclay, 
invited a number of fashion, furniture 
and interior design professionals to enter 
a competition to design the interior of a 
Rolls-Royce, with the winning concept to 
be built at Crewe.

 FOR THE RACE HORSE OWNER
Leading London interior designer Joanna 
Wood and her Joanna Trading team took 
up the reigns. Inspiration for their “For 
the Race Horse Owner” design came 
from the racing colours of the Duchess 
of Westminster, an avid owner and 
racing enthusiast. Brian Ford’s renderings 
illustrated Joanna Wood’s equestrian 
theme, with marquetry by the Queen’s 
nephew, furniture maker David Linley. A 
sample board was assembled showing 
combinations of racing colours along with 
Royal Ascot racing programs and member 
badges. Asprey’s luxury goods catalogue 
played a prominent role.

 AND THE WINNER IS…
In addition to Rolls-Royce Motors’ CEO, 
Chris Woodwark, the judges reflected 
Rolls-Royce’s key marketing strategy at 

the time; target the business press with 
the company message, lifestyle journals 
for validity of the marque’s message and 
special interest journals for targeting 
specific consumers. Other judges were 
Jonathan Glancey of The Independent, 
Nicholas Coleridge, managing director 
of Condé Nast, publisher of Vogue, and 
journalist and broadcaster Alan Wicker. 

After much work, the Joanna Trading 
team were thrilled to learn their effort 
had been judged Best in Show. During the 
three-month build, Joanna Wood and her 
team liaised down to the smallest detail 
with Mulliner Park Ward. The finished  
car was shown at Jack Barclay and was 
then sent around the world to various 
Rolls-Royce dealers, drawing particular 
interest in India and the Arab world, 
resulting in 30-40 orders.

 EXTERIOR FEATURES
The roof is painted Special Yellow over 
Royal Ebony bodywork and Everflex 
mouldings separate the two-tone where 
the roof pillars meet the body. Polished 
accents are prominent, with chrome door 
mirrors, wheels and hub caps. Double 
thin/thick silver fine lines run the length 
of the car. Finishing touches include a 
Springfield Edition stainless air intake 
surround in the front bumper, and “Silver 
Spur” and “Park Ward.” boot badges

 INTERIOR FEATURES
The sporting-themed interior is 
resplendent in Special Yellow and black 
iconic Connolly leather with yellow piping 
on special Rolls-Royce seats. 

four Asprey glasses. Between the rear 
seats, the centre cushion has stowage for 
Asprey Zeiss binoculars, and a veneered 
panel with seat heater and adjustment 
controls. There is a centre armrest bottle 
cooler and a veneered panel with two 
glass recesses to the forward edge. The 
parcel shelf, post finishers, grab handles, 
duchess straps and headers are finished in 
black. The roof cross bow, trimmed in silk 
with black hide, has twin dropdown vanity 
mirrors and stowage for race cards. 

 TECHNOLOGY
There is a rear VCR with LCD monitors in 
the headrests. Twin phones with separate 
lines, and from which racing results are 
available, are mounted in the outer rear of 
the front seats. The hi-fi uses two Mission 
amps and the car has a reserve battery.

 THE BOOT
In addition to a two-piece luggage set in 
black hide, there is an Asprey picnic basket 
fixed to the floor with Special Yellow hide 

straps and an Asprey vanity case also in 
Special Yellow. One lady’s and one gent’s 
umbrella, both in yellow and black, with 
wood handles by David Linley are fitted 
to the to the inner boot lid. Black Bantam 
seats and a table are mounted on the rear 
panel. There are bottle retainers in each 
corner of the boot and a pair of wool rugs.

• Special thanks to Joanna Wood, Lucy Cox, 
the Joanna Trading team, Hillgate Public 
Relations, Marinus Rijkers and Andy Hurfurt.

Don Stott tells the story of the 1997 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur (VCH60060) 

designed by Joanna Wood and her team and built at Mulliner Park Ward 

Accessories abound: an Asprey racehorse 
mascot on the black top roll sets the 
theme, and was specified to be 
painted later in the black and 
yellow racing colours. The 
kneeroll, steering column 
cowl and centre console 
are in Special Yellow with 
a hide trimmed steering 
wheel in black. The 
Special Yellow airbag has 
contrasting stitching to 
the rim. Door panels have 
black borders around 
inserts and armrests in 
Special Yellow, with black 
piping on the armrest. The 
custom made black carpets 
here and in the boot are woven with 
a yellow trellis pattern and bound in black. 
Veneered woodwork is accented with 
ash crossbanding, ebony and silver inlays 
and south Asian ambonia. The headers, 
sunvisors and roof panels are in Donghia 
Palalazzo cream silk, behind which is a 
flame retardant interliner.

 REAR COMPARTMENT
There are black hide cocktail requisites 
in the lower rear of the front seats, with 
Asprey champagne flutes on one side, and 
two small (gin and whisky) and two large 
(tonic and ginger) decanters on the other. 
Above these are black lacquered picnic 
tables, one opening to reveal an Asprey 
stationary set, the other with Asprey 
silverware. The stowage unit above the 
rear transmission tunnel has a veneered 
lid, housing the audio remote control and 

JT concept board 
with illustrations 
by Brian Ford 
Below: photos 
Queste Issue 41, 
Summer 1997


















































